[Breast reconstruction following mastectomy].
Breast cancer is the most common cancer in women, many of whom feel less feminine after the loss of a breast. Breast reconstruction can strengthen their self image, hence it is an excellent treatment option for those who have had a mastectomy. This review is based on information retrieved from Medline and on clinical experience. We have also asked all departments of plastic surgery in Norway which methods of breast reconstruction they are using. Breast reconstruction following mastectomy is performed by plastic surgeons and if necessary in cooperation with breast surgeons. The missing breast can be reconstructed with an implant, autologous tissue or by combining the two methods. Many years of experience have resulted in high standards within reconstructive breast surgery. In Norway breast reconstruction is performed in every department of plastic surgery.